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ur den und been LORD JESUS, Þ 
che foundation, the ſoul, and ſubſtance of true 
| religion ; the bly medium of accels for a- 
dle tranſp tg the etertal Farhex 
ered truth, and rhe 9 When xity A. 
appearances Are. 35 mere madow, 4 
dead'carcafs, an dry fabrit grand pecutiars of 
his(reveaFd) religion, whereby it is diſtinguiſhed fron 
natural, are his ſupream godhead, his fatisfüction 
xſtice, che remiſſion of fins by his mediational ri ghte= 
ouſneſs imputed, and the denial of ourſelyes ; bertden 
which; there is a cloſe connectiou, ſo that if one be de- 
nied; the reſt are poſed and ſubverted; e. g. if his 
proper” be contfadicted, his ſatisfaction to juſtice 
the finy of men, which are objec i el 1 inte, 
exanot be conſiſtently ſupported ; and if that fails, the 
imputation of his rightebuſneſs is without foundation, | 
for What is ned eng be nn 6 And by 
tue chriſtians ho l 
reduted to natura 700 or pagan The ee 
ſeatds upon his own bottom, and muſt aufyer for his 
fs hijhfelf, a'dreadfiil indeed, confidering the 
unſtained rity and iuſtexi righteouſneſs of the di- 
vine and the inffnite evil of fin, 'as it's 
all the perfoctions of the deity, and violates all the in- 
finite and endearing obligations, which 8 — 
gy ate hard under do his Homage and Tervice, 
ſon A nfcendent' eminence, and comm Sar 
s fin 'the 5 of Gov, and A 
dipnz it an ungrate- * 
» Ami 1 condeſcenſions wy his 
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but ſuch a puniſhment would entirely 79 — ruin 
the whole human race. And indeed, chem = 
that of a paper g 1 or 8 — ft 


ant vp DE Rn 2 


Nn ce, and fhe glory. of his government ; 


. in the mean * 5 — — 
the roach Ago 2 and ae 

8 mners pardon, an 
** Gon. may do job, 5 50 * a 25 Nie 


at believes in E re fore have re- 
ourſe to the ap] 48 on ar ay of refuge, 
ot be deft £2 the avenger * 
11 varigk, 2. J and poce ary. perfection 
divine _ ach of conſi quence., an, invatin 
Ole reſpeR to the moral qualities. gent 
Now as divine GogDxzss, in PIG, egreg, — * 


neceſſarily diffuſes, itſelf on, creaturgs, 
oy. are perfe — pure and 8 e 
wiſe . on the guilty d excepe a aden l. in- 


e it be im ofſible con the 
atk n 8 "that holineſs. eras 


worded, 5 27 27 epi e that e 
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We) Feed, an 8 
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'I pearl of great ice, hid in that ſa- 
cred held, which whoſoever — for joy ſells all 


mate it, a ſelfiſh mean and igneble huſk, - 


plies the voluntary, habitual and reſolute ſubordi- 
nation of / ourſelves, and our all, (eſpecially in what 
concerns the preſent life) to his being, honour, and 
authority, and the actual exerciſe of this ſubordina- 
tion, as occation requires, in zenouncing and forfak- 
ing, without heſitation or reluctance, any thing, yea 
every thing that concerns qur honour, caſe, emolu- 
ment, when, and as far as they ſtand in competition 
with the divine glory and pleaſure, expreſſed by his 
Precepts and providence: OI it js & great matter, 
a rare attainment, to have a fingle eye t God's glory 
in the general con e of our pra- ice; and to pro te 


this, with uncorrupted pliciey, with an unſhaken 
firmneſs, in the midſt of all oppoſition; by an in vio- 
late -adherence, not to the unexamined cuſtoms of 
the preſent times, not to the opinions of good oc bad 
men, implicitly, but to the law of Gon, as ohr in- 
fallible ſcale of fentiment and action, and that 28 
from a principle of obedience to the authorityof GOD, 
without conſulting with fleſh and blood Such as have 
a, ſingle eye, ate Ien ARI TAS indeed ; their whole 
bodies are full 1 they are in a comfortable and 
ſafe ſtate : But thoſe that are ſquint eyed, are hypo- 
.crites, in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity; 
and may, ſo continuing, certainly expect to be cut 

aſſunder by the ſword of divide juſtice! | 
Tux contrary of ſelf denial, viz. immoderate ſel. 
fiſuneſs, as it is the moſt egregious, enormous, and 
blaſphemous villainy ! pregnant with numerous and 
- crimſon iniquities, and the fatal ſource of all that 
, , train 
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laſs, we 
- inſtead of into their hearts; leſt we rather pleaſe 
their fancies with ſubtile ſpeculations, or with 
— — . — 7 
arm their ences, by, the mple 
Tide de eee and eee aeg 
rejoice, that the important j 
io. of preaching CHRIST, and not Ourſelves, is ſo well 
s. of I handled in the following -DISCOURSE : I heartily 
bad wish, and humbly:prey, chat the yeacious Jznovam; 
n- would bleſs i, td good of many, and that the 
worthy AUTHOR may be continurd, a burn- 
2 Mining light in the church af God © 
have » ße, ge we leave to add, to what has been 
hole before obſerved, concerning immoderate ſelf-love, 
and this one particular, viz. That when that — 
po- Moaſter is ſubdued, and reduced to the proper 
uy; ¶preſeribed by reaſon and religion, the natural, unſo- 
cut ¶ ciable, unfriendly ferceneſs,. and phariſaical ſeverity 
„ of the ſoul, is ſoftened into forbearance, gentleneſs, 
ſel. — — ſoſtened into benignity, peace, and 
and love ! theſe truly noble, godlike, and venerable cha- 
and I racers,” ſo worthy of a human ſoul, ſo well adapted 
that to promote the divine glory, and all the valuable ends 
tran B 3 | of 
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| | af 2s * 161 b 8 
of ſociety, as well as our own petfonal quiet, comfort 
and benefit! vertues which breathe the ſpirit und ge 
nius, and fuit the grand ſcope of the goſpel of * 
Loyd Jeſus: Chriſt; vertues enforced by che moſt po- 
fitive and amiable 1 and recommended by the 
moſt moving and ifluſtrious examples; henee we are 
enjoined to 1 on bowels of merey, kindneſs and 

humbleneſs of mind, in meekneſs and long“ ſuffering, 
forbearing and forgiving one another, even as God 
for Chriſt's ſake has forgiven us; and to walk in love, 
as Chriſt alſo has loved us, and given himſelf for us, 

an offering and a ſacriſice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour 
to God: We are alſo commanded to pray for the 
e of IU, and to keep the unity of the ſpirit 

in the bond of peace; yea, as much as lyeth in us, if 
poſlible, to hve peaceably with all men, and that be- 
cauſe without peace and holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord: Is it conſiſtent for us, my dear brethren ! who 
have had ten thouſand” talents forgiven us, to take 

*our brother by the throat for a few pence. If there 
be therefore any confolation in Chrift, if any comfort 

of love, if any fellowſhip-of the . if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye may be Ike 
minded, having the ſame love, being of one accord, 
of one mind; let nothing be done through ftrife or 
vain glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, let each efteem 
others better than themſelves ; look not every man on 
his own things, but every man alſo on the things of 
others. In a word, S1&s, if the higheſt a ity, 
and the moſt glorious examples of love ſet before us, 
by GOD the Faruk, and the Son, will not in- 
fluence us to our duty, our intereſt, our glory, what 


elſe then can affect and perſuade our ſtupid, fooliſh 
and froward ſouls ? OI Stas, ſhould we not either 
love our poor brethren, with a pure heart, fervently ; 
2 all relation to the God of peace and love 


am, your willing and ſincere ſervant, for Cualsr's 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Dec. zoth, 1758, GILBERT TENNENT, 
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For we er, not ourſelves, bur CHRIST 
ES 03 the LORD. 


2. "1 
2 As 110 e wy de 
I tion of - — 
= * would chuſe to ſa t * — a parting 
from GOD the au above) fountain of 
ſedneſs, and retiring into himſelf as his laſt and ulti- 
mate end: And that the ſum of his moral * 
conſiſts in an habitual diſpoſition to treat himſ = 
ſame manner that he ought to treat the GopofHzaven; 
i. e. to love himſelf ſa preamly, and ſeek himſelf ul. 
. — and finally, — ſet up himſelf in one ſhape 
* er, * 2 center to = . * lines 
of oughts, anxious cares, 
= and terminate, * Fur 
0 Per he continued in his original fate of moral 
rectitude, 0 Gop who was the author of his being, 
was his beg} . end, his intereſt and ene; 
his defire wy de ight, and in a word his Au. 
w_ fin took place in his heart, it warp'd the —— 
ereature from his GOD to himſelf inf bank 
sr is now become ALL to corrupt — 
nature, even as GOD was once ALL to nature un- 
corrupted and undepraved. 'Selfiſhneſs is — 
now become the moſt active and rei 
in fallen nature, and, like the firſt neg, Princip A — 
T machine, ſets the whole world in motion. For if 
we ſurvey the conduct of buſy mortals, in the various 
ranks and degrees, characters and circumſtances of 


LF F life, 


uss the grand intereſt to which they are by nature 
intirely devoted. ' 

WI ourſelves in the midſt of an active buſy 
world, the inhabitants of which are ever engaged in 
ſome vigorous purſuits. But what are th uing ? 
What is the governing principle of their actions? And 
what the center to which they bend and terminate? 
Are they laboring for GOD as their ultimate end, 
or for THEMSELVES? When the merchant compaſſeth 
ſea and land, in ſearch of a worldly treaſure, does he 
this for. GOD, or for imseLy ?- When the foldicr 
boldly enters the field of battle, faces death in its 
moſt hidedds forms, and opens his boſom to the moſt 
pregnant dangers, does he this for the honour of Gop 
or for the honour of hiuszIr? When the mduſtrious 
tradeſman riſes early, and fits ap pts; and eats the 
bread of  carefalneſs, and fills up his ſwift fucceeding 
hours, with the moſt painful and aſſiduous labor, does 
he labor ultimately for God, or for uin? When 
men of ſuperior rank, and greater afluence, devote 
their waſting moments to the faſhionable diverſions, 
and able entertainments of life, do they this to 

e and glorify GOD, or to pleaſe and gratify 
SBLF In a word, what is it in al that men live 
for, and what are they doing m the world ? What 
are their thoug ſpent, their words fpoken, their 
hands — „and their time improved for ? In 
it for GOD, or rurν⁰,j, vs ? Alas, how eaſy it is to 
ſee the awful prevalence of this t and accurſed 
principle 1 That it is Sr Ir that rules kingdoms, that 

erns families, drives on their trade, manages their 
worldly buſineſs ; that cnusEs Even THEIR RELi- 
Sion, and influences their whole conduRt ; that lies 
at the root and bottom of all their actual fins, makes 
them ungodly, arid keeps them ungodly, and :s their 
ungodlineſs itſelf, | 
9 O! that it might be ſaid, with undoubted 
truth, that notwithſtanding the ral prevalence of 
this deteſtable principle, among the various ranks and 
orders of men, that there is at leaſt one Ox DE ex- 
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charge and that woxe who 
ſuſtain the ſacred ally >» ge are influenced by merci- 
nary principl ſelfiſh motives g. but that each in- 
Av ae * wr 1 Arms the langrage of — 
in behalf of himſe — We NOT 
a but 1 1 the 1 ey * 
_ the N 
yiog his o Na 
«nll glory af chat p 5. n was the ſubject a it-: 
Aus in 4s he vindicates the mi of apoltles 
and. goſpel miniſters, from the un 
falſe 99415 judaizing teachers, w oy charged — — 
— W in craftineſs, _ 2 he ww 
of the 1015 deceitfully. (3 He ayouches 
1 — 2 wy pH hidden ning: of 
3 of their integrity, he aſ 

ſures K _ their bulineſs ir bulinef was to preach Cys, 
and not themſelves. , © We preach not ourſelves, {ays 
25 be, and therefore are not a ſet of deſigning men, 
"our accuſers d inſinuate. SRL I is r 


ee pr 1p of our 
gar 4 — 2 
725 . == 8088.5 e e 
ſelves, or the. ent mma ef of our ſec 8 
and glory: But N ach Curr Jxsus the Lon 
* and endeavour to mak 8 
* „ in each of theſe amiable baraQters, as the 
« gta, the Cuhalsr of GO T the — 
r of meu, cad eh ror and | Ling in ns church 5 


among men. b N 475 ey 
Tao theſe words NI 


1. War that ages is, be Teer her 
claims; os, w nn 
.. themſelves. 4 
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4 IsuaLL conſider ſome of the 0 erations 2 8 MM 
. 88LF154 principle, in thoſe, particular inſtances, that 
tend to diſcover its reigning dominion. And TOS 


(a) Var fe III. 
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de e 18 © « the dle. a1 7 1 2d 


Levny Gen enquire, _— - Hat le dd pt 
ET e . Which the 


Kc. An to ſet this in 4 
thiſtakes, Took beret. ſega - 


prone? notre lar Tar fave that 'ittd 

ere 26nd nd 5 fo the Mag 6 OF th 
facred truſt, from the conſideration herons: rewards 
and puniſhments. There is a 12 com 1 _—_ in 
Human rrawre, that is conſiſtent wit, 

tude, d therefore i is not a 

pravity. This Ap «m1 lad in his ſtate of Tee 
dene, or elſe the P e SAR Rec 
been no inducement to te, nor Wy the fe- 


vereſt threatnings have detered him, in 2 
from diſobedience. ' Ti — — rial lf b 


work, by motives drawn from thoſe f 
venlites. Tas doubtleſs x 
Hav, that Ezkxizx. the 
Anenced to faithfilneſs, in 
awful confideration, that the * blood of thoſe that 
riſhed, thould otherwiſe be required at his hand ae 
And when the apoſtle Tiuorur to take n 
to himſelf and ne, and continue in them ; 
he would have him influenced by theſe 
that he * ſhould ſave ＋ 21 4 them that heard 
him (c).“ Nor was even 8t P avi intirely ee e 
influence of this motive, when he gave this reaſo 
= he kept his body under ſub) . leſt wh 
to — himſelf th ſhould be a caft- 
avay (d).“ It was not an unreaſonable ſelfiſhneſs in 
bis r IsA1an, to take encouragement under all 
aints, and be animated in his work, from 
deration, that thoogh ISRAEL was not ga- 
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tex of a goſpel miniſter, 
natured Aſperſiuns, 
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The apoſtle 
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r, as {abſervient toithe-grent enils of their mini- 


By 


(es: ved, and to: 


among men of c 
fajthfulneſs; in the diſchatge of our ſacred: traſt, and 
* men {| all manner of evil; againſt us falſely for 
thi | un _ mace ms — 
is caſe, our honor, intereſt, and reputation, and 

even: liſe itſelf is to be given up, and made a willing 

| ſacrifice; to the honor and inteteſt of Iasus Cunts; 
not counting, our on life (much Jeſs our name and- 

| reputation), „that we may finiſh} our courſe; and 
| the miniſiry we have received of the Loan Jazus (k). - 
| here dii- 
i 


6 Bur, 2dly, and poſitively. The ſelſiſnneſa 
that which, ſtands in direct op- 
ien to the honor: of GQD,, and: the: intereſt of 
x ESUS CHRIST. That ſet-up. $815: in theo, 
| and places of Gon, ch our ti Aaffciiions, in- 
\ tentions and/. purſuyts-; and difpoſes. ud tou love and 
14 243.10 0503 14281 ; einlids 018 „iN „ene 
eL z. 4. ff) A Cor. x 1 (%) Tm, A- 7. 
i (b) At. H. 3. (i *. 1. (U Afvaxiage 5-7 


claimed; is in g 


value 
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1 
value ourſelves, in the ſame manner we ought. to love 
and value the Gop of Heaven, to prefer our honor 


to his honor, and our intereſt” to the intereſt of JESUS 


CHRIST ; and ia à word, to regard ourſeſves ſu- 
preamly,. and ſeek» outſebees ultimately and finally. 
and to be influenced inordinately, in one ſhape br 
other, by mercenary views, and ſelfiſh motives, in all 
we de. It is, therefore, nothing leſs on the whole, 
than a'dire& contending with the GOD of Heaven,' 
and maintaining a diſpute with him, who ſhall be 
moſt loved and 7 by us; #8 or we, and whoſe 
honor and intereſt ſhall be primarily and ultimately 
purſued; uis or our own. 0:f 9123995, 56 + 


Bur, more partjeularly, This ſelfſhnels in public | 


preaching.) may : be..confidered both materially and 
mally, or as it reſpe&s the ſubjefniatter/ and the 
formal matmer, n I e IF 
iſt, Turn miniſters may be ſaid to preach them- 


ſelves,” when the matter of their public preaching is 


ſuch, that it tends rather to ote ſelf-honor and 
ſelf-intereſt; than the honor of GOD, and the intereſt 
of JESUS CHRIST. When the ſubſtance of their 
ſermons, is only: the enticing word of -man'swiſ- 
dom (I), calculated rather to gratify men's-eurjoſity- 
Wich pleafing ſpeculations,” than to pierce their hearts 
with pungent convictions; and has a greater tendency 
to pleaſe their fancies, than-to convert and ſave their 
ſouls. When in the matter of their preaching, they 


conform to men's vitiated taſte, and corrupt humors, 


and rather ſooth and flatter, than ſtrive to awaken 
and alarm their conſciences; endeavoutiug rather 
to win them to themſelves, and gain them over to 
their own ſelf. intereſt, than to win them to Cunts. 
and convert them to GOD, In a word, we are aw- 
fully guilty of this criminal ſelfiſhneſs, when our ſer-' 
mans have rather a tendency in their very matter and 
compoſition,” to commend ourſelves, than! to com- 
mend the LORD {ESUS- CHRIST; and to beget 
in the hearts of our hearers, an eſteem of our 
3 ifts, and abilities; rather than of the per- 
on, glory, and offices of the t REDEEMER, 
the ever adorable GOD-MAN JESUS CHRIST T. 


(1) 4 Cor, ii. 4. 2dly, 


{ 139 

zdly, Tau ſelfiſhneſs ref the form, as well ; 
$ the matter of our eli on e. che governi 
principle from which we act in our public miniſtry 
and the ultimate end we have in view.” And chis l. 
doubtleſs the principal thing here intended, for be 


the matter of our ing ever ſo good, yet SzLy 
may be'the root of porn ot it all, and * o_ 
of our principal aim. Nothing is more evident, han 
that we may do the work of GOD, and that which 
is really ſo, as to the matter or thing done; and ye 
not do it for GOD, as to the formal manner, 
rather for ourfelves. "Thus JEHU did che work of 
the LORD, when he executed the vengeance of 
ſEHOVAH, on the houſe and family of wicked 
AHAB; and when be broke down the images of 
BAAL, and reſtored TSRAEL from idolatry; and 
yet he did it not Fox GOD, but rox Muster, 2s 
appears from his proud boaſt, * come ſee my z6al for 
the LORD of 2 1 * 
Ir is not ﬆ all inconſiſtent to ſay,” that miniſters 
may calculate their Szzmoxs, both as to Marrxx, 
Mruob, and manner of Driivräv, fo as to have 
an aptitude and tendency to anſwer the great ends of 
preaching, and yet may PREACH THEMSELVES, as 
to the PrncieLE from which they act, and the ur- 
TIMAT® Exp they have in view. Nor is it at alf to 
be wondered at, if in a time when the moſt zealous; 
ively, and practical preaching, the moſt earnett ad- 
dreſſes to the heart and conſcience i in vogue, ee 
tends moſt to recommend the cher, and prom 
his reputation, that mere ſelfiſh principles, ſhould 
induce men to attempt it, and even ſtrive to excel in 
it. So that though we preach ever ſo well, as to the 
matter and method of our ſermons, and with ever ſo 
much apparent zeal and fervor, in the delivery of 
them, yet if we fail as to the formal manner, and aim 
chiefly and ultimately at ourſelves, our honor, intereft = 
and reputation, we are found guilty of that criminal 
SELFISHNESS which the apolile iſclaims ; and are 
making IDOLS of ourſelves, by treating ourſelyes 
n the manner we ought to treat the GREAT GOD. 


* 26, «7 -- | 
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; f 14) 
of heaven earth. This is. the SELFISHNESS 
HERE DISCLAIMED; and this-it is, for. men to 
PREACH THEMSELVES... Im 
. Hadly, To. conſider: ſome of the operations of this 
corrupt principle, in- thoſe particular inſtances, that 
tend to diſcover its; reigning, dominion. In, every 
unſanctiſied heart, szUr in one ſhape; or anather, is 
ever uppermoſt, and has an intire aſcendancy, and 
5 — in every. thing, they do. When 


. — 2 I —— —— 


efore, men. of this character, take upon them the 
ce of the. goſpel-miniftry, Ly muſt be their grand 
motive, and their principal inducement. For, though 
=. faithful. diſcharge: of this important truſt; requires 
more. SELF-DENIAL, than any employment under 
the ſun ; yet there . is the ſacred 
office, that may. be aharing baits to. men of corrupt 
eee A tolerable maintenance, or com- 
rtable ſubſiſtance in the world, may be an induce- 
zent to ſuch as know nat better, how to provide. for 
t ves ; Who, like the unjuſt ſteward, are un- 
2 dig, and aſhamed to beg (n), and there - 
fare; chuſe this rather than, a meaner imployment. 
Thus in the degenerate, times of the church of old, 
| men would, * crouch, for a piece of ſilver, and ſay, 
4 pot; me, I pray thee into the prieſt's office that I may 
N eat a piece of bread, (o). And hence that bitter 
| | complaint, that * the prieſts taught for hire, and the 
| prop divined for money (p); and on this account, 
they were called © greedy dogs that. could never have 
enough, and ſhepherds that did not underſtand, look- 
ing every, one far his gain from his quarter (q). Let 
none underſtand me, as though I infinuated, that mi- 
niſters have not a right to inſiſt on a-ſufficient main 
tanance, and an, honoxable ſappart ; for whatever a 
c unal ſelfiſh, world may imagine, it will be foun 
true at laſt, that. GOD {and not man) * hath. ordainec 
that they. who, preach the 2 ſhould. live of the 
golpel. Ir). Nor do. I in eaſt doubt, but the toc 
general neglect of this duty amon e to thei 
miniſters, is one of the crying . God-provoking 
n) Luke xvi. . 1 Sar; i. Mic, iii. 1 
2 E 1. Ivi. 21. a 00e Gor ix. 4 @ 
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fins of the preſent day, (See Mal. iii. 8, 9, 1 

Wii 1 an Onoving 40 nt Stu in its | 9740 
minion, may influence men to undertake | 
im . And this is 
nec ppofed, in the apoſtle's r [- 
tations to tairiſters, * not to be greedy of filthy luere 
(9, nor be given to filthy lacre (t), nor We 


filthy tacres ſake (u). The inducement of. 

apoſfle himfelf (as of every other faithful miniſt 

was vaſtly different. A Ns TT v, ſays he, is! 
me, and wo is me if I preach not the goſpel. 
). And he could ſy, with the utmoſt ſincerity, to 
F 1 ſeek not yours, but 
you (x).” - | Fd | 
'Acxtt, A Hfe of ſtudy, and an opportunity to 
furniſh the mind with the various improvements of 
humam ſcience, may be an Inducement to thoſe who 
have u turn ſor HO and would'be willing 'ta 
ſhine and make figure in literarare, from mete 
ſelfiſh "principtes wo andertalee the miniſtry. And, 
word You. vzriftve ir, Stxs? The fuppoſed 
Lrſe and indotence of u miniſter's life, by thoſe who 
know nothing of che : cates; fatigues and per- 
— 3 of it, may y induce a felfiſh man, 


to favor the fleſh do enter upon it. 
Nor is it at alf unlikely chat che reverence and reſpett 
ſhewn to the ſacred character wmong men, may in- 


fluence thoſe who are chiefly fer them 

Tis agreeable to a proud ſelfiſh mortal, to be looked 

upon and ref as the leader and guide of the 

People, and to have others d on him, and 
receive the law at his mouth (y). 


pal inducements to the miniſtry, the rei 


| Now, when, ſuch alloring baits as theſe, are the 
Lomi n of a ſelfiſh principle, is exceeding ent: 


And as theſe undertake the ſacred imployment for 
THEMSELVES, and not for GOD, fo they will ever 
* preach themſelves, und not 'Cunrs'r Jrvvs the 
Loxo." For the ſame principte, whilſt uppermoſt in 
, (0 * Tim, il. (t) Tu. i. 7. (o] Ver, 11. (v 1 cor. 


ix, 16. (x) 2 Cor. xii, 14. * their 
2 


nth A * 
FF ' 


a R . „el 
Ar 2 1 4 on” „ In oft 
their hearts, will attend and woven them, in ,cyery. I hea 
branch of their miniſterial conduct. It will | $9 wi dire 
them into their private ſtudies, and there will chuſe 
their ſubject, form and methodize their ſermons, and 


that might tend to ELN and CHANGES tho 
changed HZ ARTS, the: 
ſpeculations, ſet off wi we: 
of rhetoric, and arts of elocution. dei 
inſtructing their the 
cern their ever 
capacity, and teach them nothing, ver 


able to ſpeak unprofitably and unintelligibly. SEIT IF an 
will often diſpoſe them to take off the edge, and dull I lab 
the life of their teachings, n | the 
off the roughneſs, and ſmoothing the diction. Ant 
if a plain and cutting paſſage occurs, it will caſt it 
away, as 2288 1 teful. 9 their 
parations for public ſervice, inſtead of conſulting 
Ferioally, 4 What ſhall I ſa „and how ſhall I ſay it, 
ſo as beſt to pleaſe and forify GOD, and do good 
400 the ſouls of men; SzLy will make them con- 
ſalt, © What ſhall I ay, and how ſhall I deliver it, 
_« fo as to be thought an excellent preacher, and to 
© be admired and applauded by all that hear me.” 
And, when sr — done its work in their ſtudy, 
and made their ſermon, it will attend them even to 
the pulpit, and there it will form their very counte- 
nance and geſture, and modulate. their voice, and 
animate their delivery, and put the very accent and 
emphaſis upon their words and ſyllables, that all may 
be calculated to yLEAsz, rather than to rrROFIT, 
and to recommend THEMSELVES, and ſecure. à vain 
applauſe, rather than recommend Jzsus Curisr, 
and ſecure his intereſt in the bearts of men. | 
And when the ſermon is ended, stLF, goes home 
with the preacher, and makes him much more ſolli- 
citous to know whether he is admired and applauded, 
than whe ther he has prevailed for the awakening and 
converſio n of ſouls. And ſo powerful is this 1 
ple 
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(18 ] 
po Goop, and GOD . may bleſs what means he 
afes ; yet it ſeems m PROBABLE, tha as 
r not for GOD, but . for TuxudszLvzs, he wil 
kinds them to TYBM$SELVES- for the ſucceſs: And 
that their labors will have no. greater bleſſing, than 
THBMSELVES are able to give, and that their words, 
t ſoever, will reach no farther that their 
own : is able to make them. But what I have 
aſſerted is, That SELF may make men defire Suc- 


2 . er 


5 TIMES _ 4 lamm 
envious and bitter 


; will work up 
2 Gora 
ſtand in their li 


bel v 
2 . — 9 


their idolized r Hence they are e, 
vexed and morti when a preferrence is given to 
the names and parts of their brethren, as if all the 
praiſe given to others, was injuriouſiy taken from 
2 N av pr non pry wr 
partial elk 3 they —— to be. 


Avd this ofen lays a foundation ſor jealouſy, ſuſpi 


cion, and alienation, as if they were on two 
different and contrary intereſts. It is this „that 


makes ſome ſo tenacious of their own opinions, that 


they almoſt claim infallibility, and are ever 3 t 


of contradiction or control. — eſteem value 


nion, and promote their reputation ; — 
e d | 
bay wid O, is of qa ſible to trace out 
—— of fi eteſtable and perni- 
7 — or to mention the innumerable miſ- 
chiefs it has occaſioned. in the church of GOD, It 
was this that raiſed antichriſt, by ſeveral gradual and 
progreſſive wg Een his preſent tyrannical dignity, It 
2 indled the: flames of perſecution, in 
the ſeveral periods of the chriſtian church, and ſtain- 
ed the with the crimſon gore of human blood ; 
and it is this diſturbs and rends chriſtian ſocieties, 
6— s hra:- 
rent 


'- 


r 
ren pars, and ihn them wit bitterneſs gz one 
; another. O may the Lokd in mercy deliver us 
d 
n 
5 


* 


from ourſelves, as e 3 4 and from the 
and dominion of ſelfiſhneſs, as the foreſt - 
det ein bell ws on this fide deb > row? 


| Bur I' have dwelt too . . this dilagreeable 


ir and ſhall therefore paſs to the ' 

e Tuina cextrAt Has, Which was to ſhew, 

- Wuar ir 1s To PrEAcH Curist.. We . 151 

of not ourſelves, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD.” 
And this alſo muſt be conſidered both MaTERIALLY, 

p i and rForwaLlLy, or as it ref} the SUBJECT © 

10 MATTER, and the FORMAL MANNER. of our 

1g preaching. pany 

of _ 1ſt, As it reſpects the MATTER; it includes in 

ly general, the whole ſam of . N relatin 

to to man's falvation by Jzsvs CurisT ; the orginal 

he _ contrivance, the ee im ion, and actxal 

m application of it, through his blood and ſpirit; the 

Ir - of man, by one man's diſobedience (a), and 

eir the guilt and ruin of a fallen ſtate neceſſarily ſuppo- 

Ee. fed ; the original purpoſes of God's Jove and, grace, 

i- that iſſued in the gift of his dear fon, the glory. of 

o his perſon as God, the eternal relation he 5 J 

vat to the father, his ſubſtitution as a ſurety, and deſig- 

lat nation to the office of mediator, his voluntary con- 


ent tract in the covenant of redemption, Which made 
ue way for his myſterious incarnztion; his holy life, 
pi- his meritorious and cruel death, his powerful reſur- 
ill rection, triumphant aſſention, and perpetual 4 
be interceſſion; the compleat atonement he made, and 
put the everlaſting righteouſneſs he hath brought in; to- 
ni- 22 with the various offices he ſuſtained, both in 
uſ- is ſtate of hamiliation and exaltation : The | 
It of divine operation, in the work of effectual r 
ind the nature and uſe of divine faith, to apply his biosd 
It and righteouſneſs ; the bleſſings conſequent on be- 
in lieving, juſtification, adoption, ſanctifcation, perſe- 
in- verance in grace, and conſummation in glory, per- 
d ; fection of holineſs at death, and the compleat hap- 
ies, pineſs of ſoul and body at the reſurreQtion, in the 
ffe- * Rom. V, 19, , : : 
rent full 


the ** T JESUS THE 7 ORD. 
CHRIST the Mrsszan, the anointed of GOD, 
ified for, and ſet a to the office of mediator ; 
$US the {avior of man „Who ſaves his people 
from their fins, both * che guilt and power, and 
finally from the puniſſiment of ay by workin ing out for 
them u righteouſneſs to be imputed ; and by work; 
in them à 'r5 7 l charch, . * 
the ing 5 w its 
— * 1 and r all. 
power is given eaven upon (8/4 ; 2 
whom alf homage aud 8 are due, and 
whom is committed, as à perſon every way 
ſied and worthy, the ſole management of the e 
tranſactions the grand and final Jupoment. 
Dor ceularly, iſt, Te rxzacu Cusisr, is 


2 mu im forth, not moeerly as a LAW. GIV BR, 


3 but chiefly as a LAWFULFILLER 

jeved in, for pardon, righteouſneſs, nnd 

everlaſting life. To repreſent him to poor 

finners, as a ſurety, who has undertaken. in ther 

room and Read, to pa "the Diar. or Dvrty, and 

or os FRET; for w 1 N dich de 

to atone crumes for whic 

are 2 and work out for chem a _=_ 

ent and perfect righteouſneſs, anſwerable to the 


demands of his unchangeable law. How ho- 


norably ſocver we may ſpeak of JESUS CHRIST. 
as à roler,to be obeyed, and 21 Ae to be, imi- 
tated ; yet if we 9 t exhibit him to view, as the 
 CAW-FULFI LR. to be believed in, and 
as * the end of the law for righteouſneſs (b), we do 
nol 8 ty PREACH CHRIST; but conceal a 
mof efſetitial branch of his meditorial axcellency, 
It is the grand fundamental article of the religion of, 


2 Matt. xxviii 18. b Rom. XX. 4. 


© CuntsrT, 


7 hs. 


* a. 66 nos at a. A MO. 


[2] | 

Custer, and the 122 of all our , © that he 
ſuffered for us, the juſt for the un 
bring us to God (c) ; t 2 
Good (as the Socians ſay, to 
how to ſuffer with ence ;) but 
our room and ftead, and was * made an for Us' 
imputation, that we by imputation, might be 
ng teous in the ſight of Gop through him (d). 

2dly, To rA Currier, is to exhibit to view 
his infinite divine FULLNESS; and the freenefs of 
his unbounded GRACE, his almighty POWER to 
ſave, and his WILLINGNESS to exert that power 
that in him is to be found, all that righteouſneſs that 


and without price (e). ou f ran 

grand r b reer, a” to make him the 
we eos 

> * the whole 257. the 1 tv 


anion, If we treat of the nature and "Taye 
+ (F). 


deity, we are to conſider them, 'as 

moſt eminently, in the face of J Curry 
If we exhibit & to view the divine law, in its ſtrictneſe 
.and ſpirituality, we are to remember CHRIST. = a *-a5 
che end of the law for righteouſkeſs (g). If we de- 
nounce its dreadful * cares xgainit every one_ tht 
-continues.not in all things written in the book of th 
law to do them (h); tis that © the law. as a ſetiool- 
maſter, may bring them to CHRIST, chat they may 
be ; by faith (i).“ If we creat of goſpel Nr 
miſes and goſpel - bleſſings, we muſt conſider them as - 
purchaſed 1 _— 
and grace of CHRIST. If we diſcourſe upon divine 
faith, CunisT muſt be conſidered as author 
nd finiſher, as well as "the. (* "Gre -objet of it, 
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22 by the pra gn the ene uity 
obtaining a perſon ighteou That 
| 2 effettually rg ne) F CHRIST; 
both as a to pay their law-debt, and as a 
fountain to waſh in from fin. and from uneleanmeſ. 
Tus rich and unbounded treaſures of goſpel grace, 
are alſo to be laid open, and goſpel invitations to be 
exhibited in their free and indefinite terms, urged 
with the moſt powerful motives, and perſwaſtve ar- 
genes that can be drawn from love, or from wrath, 
rom heaven, or from hell; and from all 8 
and dreadful things of an unſeen eternal world. 

Lr me now endeavor to 1MproVE this ſubjeR, 
by en paſobogs or r- _ of A, principal 
f ing 33 then conclude, with a particu- 
—— And, ö 8 8 
1, Ir miniſters are not ta ra Ach, or to ſeek 
THEMSELVES, in the execution of the ſacred office ; 
then- none- can ever diſcharge this important truft ac- 
ceptably in the fight of , Who are under the 
reigning dominion. of MERCENARY and SELFISH 
PainciPLEs. I have obſerved before, that when man 
fell from GOD, by original apoſtacy, he retired as 
it were into RMI Y, and is ever ſince diſpoſed ſu- 
1 5 to love, „3 to ſock HIMSELF, as 
n re in ans 

or another, is now the rei ve principle 

ES 0 0 Dk: nice tn brery 
from united men; Dave's greening princtple bor 
SELF, and can act from no bigher 5 wes than 
— — — 1 


* * 8 


CY 


2 of that work, Which 
SELF-RENUNCIATION, - If ſuch as undertake: 


- = 
- 


ey cy their views muſt — SELFISH 3) a 


ſtudy, pray, and ; preach for THEMSELVES, A — 
e A the grand center of all they 
uad Fe ding, of Stils r JESUS (0) ering 
n o) 
their honor 8 his honor, — cheir intereſt — 
tereſt.; and therefore, they are guilty of idolatry, by 


ſettiog themſelves up ſt in their eſtimation; 
fections, deſigns, — purſuits. And if 1 ſhould. 


grant, 3 Tack 9s theſe,” may be - uſeful in the mi- 


, yet ſurely the — 1 will be awfully ha- 
ous to the Souls committed to their charge, and 
the conſequence extreumly dreadful to themſelves, for 
* when they have — to others, themſelves will 
be finally rejected and ny 42 
adly. 7 the buſineſs of 
PREACH CurisT, henoe ſee She 1 honor and di 
of their office. No other than a glorious CH 
anointed of GOD, the darling of, heaven, Wy: 
e beloved of angels "and ſaints, is the ſubject of 


their miniſtry ; from him their authority and com- 


miſſion is derived, in his valuable intern they are 
engaged to ſpeak, as © embaſſadors in his name and 
ſtead,” Their office is 3 in _ 
rtion to the dignity. o overeign,, from 
8 they receive — the grandeur of the 
court, in whoſe intereſt they are employed as EM- 
BASSADORS, and the important errand they bave 
8 tranſact with uilty men. And as they are en- 
= he CARL 33 loyed by him to act as 
ASSADORS IN HIS AME, 1 has declared 
15 be will,regard the treatment meet with as 
if done to himſelf: He that regeſveth you, ſays; 
he, receiveth me; and he that deſpi eth you, deſpi- 
ſeth me, e *. | Were we act ing a: 
part for 0URZELVEs, and pea in our on name, 
= airing on dur own ſelf-jnter 
us 2s 1 9 54h ER 8 er 


t 7 Sanur, 


ſo much 


1 miniſters i is, 10 * 


„ men might teat 
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unter, in purſuit of his intereſt, and in bis name 
and ſtead, let them take” heed how they defpiſe the 
SACRED CHARACTER we ſuſtain, or neglect the 30- 
LEMN Mzs3Aa08s we bring. But I muſt not dwell on 
theſe inferences, the'time being far 3 ETON 
Per ir me, therefore, now, with all humility, to 
addreſs myſelf n to che venerable members 
of this SYNOD, vic all others of the ſacred cha- 
My reverend Farntas and dear BxeTarey ! 


Tus SUBJECT 1 have now been handling, will 
neceſſarily lead me t great freedom, and plainneſs 
of ſpeech; yet I will not entertain ſo diſhonorable a 
ought of any of you, as to imagine an apology 
: Nor will I doubt your candid acceptance 
of what ſhall now be faid, though by one of the 
meaneſt of the ſacred character, who would gladly 
fit at feet and learn, and who is willing to ſtand 
and reproved by you: 
LzT what we have heard, in the firſt place, lead 
us into our own hearts, to examine in the preſence of 
an all-ſeeing Gov, whether we have not too much of 
this' abominable felfiſh principle full lurking with- 
in us, and $00 little finglenefs of heart for GOD, 
and JESUS CHRIST. Do we never ſhrink into 
difidence and neglect, in caſes of duty, through the 
and prevalence of that ſoot n 
PARE THYSELF ? Do we never find this deteſtable 
enemy, ſtrive to encroach on the rights of the god- 
head, and aſſume the honour and regard that is due to 
JESUS alone. Does it never creep into our ſtudies, 
and fcek to have à hand in our preparations for the 
ſanctuary of the Loxp, and diſpoſe us to conſult 
how-to PLEASE, rather than how to PROFIT ; and 
how our own intereſt may be ſecured in the eſteem 
and affections of our hearers, rather than how the 
INTEREST and KINGDOM of CHRIST may 
de advanced ? And When we enter the ſacred deſk, 
with a meſſage from heaven to guilty men, are we 
aever too thoughtful of _ notices and obſervations 


* 0 
of our poop fellow mortals round about us, and tor 
little ſenfible of the all-ſeeing exe of JEHOVAH 
upon us, and the vaſt and inexpreſſible weight of th 

on which we come ? Are we never too ſollici- 

tous about meer external appearances that attend our 
delivery, and too little. ſo, about- the ſpiritual frame 
of dead br Bie the ſight of 80 * 3 
tem this pernicious principle, the hy- 
ite bebe our hearers, with a greater ſhew of, zeal 

and fervor; and devotion, than is anſwerable to the 
inwasd ftate and frame of our minds? If at anytime 
we find ourſelves dead and barren, and have but little 
clearnefs or freedom, we. are dejected x; our hearts are 
depreſſed and ſunk within us ; but from whence, is 
this dejection ? Is it becauſe we have done ſo poor LY 
for GOD, and been ſo MisBRABLY DEFICIENT if 
his ſervice? Or only becauſe we have - made. ſo 
INDIFFERENT A FIGURE in the eyes of our fellow» 
men! On the other hand, when we find ſome en- 
largement and freedom, a readineſs of thought, and 
Avency of expreſſion, and feel ſome. ſuitable, degree 
of zeal and fervor, does a ſelfiſh, deceitful. heart, 
never prompt us to a fort of ,SE8LF-COMPLACENCY, 
and delight in ouzsELVvEs ? Ard if we are pleaſed, 
that GOD has enabled us, in any meaſure, to 'be 
FAITHFUL, yet, are we never too much elated with 
the * and applauſe of our poor fellow- 

5 i 


Aub when our public performances are ended, 
what is the object of our greateſt ſollicitude ? Whe- 
ther finners are awakened and won to CHRIST ? 
Or, whether we ourſelves are held in high eſteem ? 
Whether the word preached has gained their hearts 
for Gov, or whether it has for us their pleaſ- 
ing approbation ? And does this ſelfiſh principle, 
never di or influence our conduct, among 

people of our charge? Are we not often del pleaſed 
with the company and ſociety of thoſe, who (perhaps 


100 partial in qur favor) ma our vanity with 

r 
ſhip ? And do we not, from the ſame principle, ſhun 
or too much negleR, by + 
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as others. Do not we too much neglect the duties 
of - private, and particular applications, for fear of 
offending, and yet frame excuſes for our neglects, 
that have too much SzLyIsnNEss in them? In 4 
word, what did we undertake the mini for ? 
al What do we ſtudy, and pray, live labor 
he i for ? Is it ultimately for GOD, or for ounseLvEss ? 
I beſeech you, VER END AND DEAR Siks, bear 
tle with this plainneſs and freedom, and let me not be 
re looked upon in the light of an arrogant accuſer ; far 
i be it from me, to lay any of theſe things to your 
| charge, or to harbor a doubt of your diſintereſted 
zeal for GOD, and vi over SELF. * There is 
but one heart among us, that I have reaſon to ſuſ- 
pet," and over THAT; I find it nece to keep a 
continual watch and guard: And, O] how many 
are the ſecret windings and turnings, and different 
2 and appearances, of this pernicious adverſary 
SELF I How often does it beſet us, when and where 
we have little expected it, and give us occaſion to 
lament and ſay, Haſt thou found me, O] mine 
enemy? If we find then, on the above. mentioned 
enquiry, that our ſelf-denial, and deadneſe to our- 
ſelves, 1s yet very I, Let us m the R 
Szcond place, Bitterly bewail it before GOD, 
with the deepeſt humiliation.” For what can be more 
deteſtable, or carry a greater malignity in its very na- 
ture, than that diſpoſition that would exalt SELF, 
in the place of GOD and JESUS CHRIST, and as 
it were contend with him for the preference, and dif- 
pute the point with him, who ſhall be moſt loved 
and ed by us, HE or WE, and whoſe ho- 
nor intereſt ſhall be primarily purſued, HIS or 
OUR OWN ? And how inconſiſtent is this SEL- 
FISHNESS, with that leſſon of SELF-DENIAL, 
that we math or. np to preach to others, and which 
ESUS has taught us, by precept and example. 
4 ay, with what face can we recommend SELF- 
NIAL to others, while WE are SELFISH, or 
how can we reprove or condemn the fin in others, 
that we harbor too much in ourſelves. We. tell the 
'Dz drunkard, 
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drunkard, the ſwearer, the profane ſinner, that en- 
cept he be converted and changed, he cannot be. 
ſaved ;*. and is it not as true of us, that we cannot be 
the true diſciples,” or faithful miniſters of Curr, 
22 N. ny ourſelves. Does not our LORD, 

umſelf, lay this down as the grand Caiyzrion, 
by which he ſabmits his own doctrine and mifſion-to 
trial, whether it was oy Gov, or whether he ſpake 
OF HIMSELF.  * He that 5 of himſelf, ſa 
he, ſeeketh his own glory: But he that ſeeketh 
glory of him chat ſent him, the ſame is true (r).“ 1 
make no doubt, Sis, but SELFISHNESS, in its 
reigning dominion, is a greater fin than drunkenneſe, 
or whoredom, The one diſhonors GOD, by break- 
ing his law); but the other ſtrikes at the very relation 
—— phgot and SuzjzcT, and contends with 
him, as it were, for the rights of god-head, and in- 
ſiſts upon being above him, in the eſtimation, affecti- 
ons, intentions, and uits. Now, It is one thin 
to break ſome particular laws of a PRINCE, and 
another to ſet up to be above him, or to exalt a 

* RIVAL, in his room and ſtead; the firſt indeed-is 
tranſgreſſion, but the other is downright treaſon 
and rebellion, and therefore the moſt hemous! And 

- indeed whatever we do in religion, and how good 
ſoever it be, as to the MaTTEs, or thing done ; 
yet if SELF is the reigning principle, it tarniſhes, 
corrupts, and debaſes all. d as it is the very ef- 


for him; ſo it is horrible wickedneſs, in the very 
nature of it, to live to ourseLVEs, and act ulti- 
mately for ourſelves, If, therefore, we ſind the re- 
mains, or ſecret workings of ſo corrupt and deteſta- 
ble a principle, let us mourn. and be humbled before 
GOD, repair by Falrn to him, who once 
died, That they which live, ſhould not live ta 
* but to him who died for them, and roſe 
again (U. 

. 3dly, Lz us ever be watchful againſt this 

of GOD, and our ſouls, and endeavour to 


0) John vii, 27, 18. - (N Cor. a 
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the firſt riſings of it. Let us ever remember, we 
are not our dn (t), and therefore have nv buſineſs 
to live to ourſelves, or regard our intereſt or - 
tation, further than the honor of CHRIST, and 
the i e 
made us, if CHRIST has redeemed us, if in our 
ordination vows, we have ſolemnly given- up our- 
ſelves, and our all to him, then certainly W- ant 
nor OUR OWN; and therefore, to a our 
time and talents to our own intereſt reputation, 
is a ſacreligious xo os Gop | 
Fun rnzs, Let us guard againſt that fear of man, 
that S8LF18HNEss would prompt us to, and which 
would make us too fond to and too fearful 
to diſpleaſe ; for if we thus to pleaſe men; and 
by that- means to advance ourſelves, we cannot be 
the faithful © ſervants of JESUS CHRIST (u).“ And 
yet, ſuch are the tem of many we have 
to deal with, that we are often reduced to an un- 
——— and muſt either offend GOD, or 
them. Poor guilty mortals love to be ſoothed 

and flattered, but do not love to be plainly dealt 


with ; hence, ſuch pointed addreſſes, as tend to diſ- 


cover them to themſelves, often excite their reſent- 
ment. Thus, when our LORD was repreſenting 
to his hearers, ſeveral parables, the awful de- 
ſtruction that would ſhortly come upon the fnal re- 
jeRers of the goſpel ſaviour, and the goſpel ſalvation, 
it is ſaid, © The Chief-prieſts and Phariſees perceived 
that he ſpake of them (W). (A heinous bufineſs-in- 
deed !) as if it was intolerable inſolence ſor him to 
ſpeak of them, It is true, they perceived right, he 
id ſpeak of them, and all like them ; and 
what then? Why, they are exaſperated, and would 
have laid hands on him, and treated him in a-man- 
ner they thought he deſerved, had it not been thar 
feared multitude. And when this 'is the - 
caſe, that we muſt either offend Gop, or men, whoſe 
diſpleaſure ſhall we moſt regard ? If carnal SELF 
is conſulted, it will influence us to diſpleaſe GOD; . 


(t) x Cor, vi. 29. (u) Gal. i. 10. (w) Matt, xxi, 45, 46. 
| Wy and 


to pleaſe, and he muſt be obeyed, whether men B 
or diſlike. Our errand to them, is on matter of li 
and death, the vaſt importance of which, muſt engage 
all the powers of our fouls. Poor chriſtleſs ſinners, 


are not in a ſtate to be ſoothed and flattered, or jeſted 
and trifled with; heaven and hell are not matters to 


- Acain, our bufineſs is to Rach CHRIST JE- 
wy the LORD, and exhibit him to view in his per- 

» +. 5 þ > eter as the law-fulfiller and 
ſaviour of finners ; ta. urge them comp to 
come to him that they might have life, and on their 
final refuſal, todenounce againſt them the terrors of eter- 


val death. And beſides the inexpreſſible i of 
theſe things, every conſideration from the preſent pro- 
vidences of GOD, ſuggeſts an awakening call to the 
utmoſt diligence and painful induſtry. The GOD 
of HzAaven is now thundering an alarm on every fide, 
our country is ing under ravages and devaſtati- 
ons, and all frightful calamities of War and 
BLoop | The enemies of ZION are forming a confe- 
deracy and ſaying, * Let us raſe it, let us raſe it to the 
ning ram (x).” And who can tell how ſoon our 
churches may be demoliſh'd and beaten into rubbiſh, 
and we ourſelves called to priſon and to death. And 
what, (IN THE NAME OF GOD) ſhall we do in 
a day 2 if we have not learn d to bur 
OURSELVES, account our honor, intereſt, and 
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kingdom of JESUS CHR arſon of bee, 
in mercy yet ſpare his church, from the ravages of 
e us to us, we 
out time is ſhort, und the night of death will ſdon 


. come when tio man can work (y). We He iu a vr 


mo Worty, and dwell in regions of mortali Veg 
have lately had frequefit and awful notices of i] 
—_ —— — humane — * 
He i to Aen. 
very p — be called the DYING-YEAR, in 
which the G D of Heaven has ſmitten his church 
in — „with ted ſtrokes of ſore bereavment 
in a Clo and awful ! Scarce had we time 
to dry our weeping eyes for the loſs of ONE, of emi- 
nent character and uſefulneſs (z), but, the ſtreams of 
were called to flow down afreſh for the loſs of 
OTHER (a), whoſe zeal for GOD, and the con- 
verſion of fouls, was ſcarce to be parallel d. And yet 
for all this, the anger of JzHovan was not turned 
away, but his hand ag ſoon lifted. — again, and with 
a . aim, = teſiſtleſs ſtroke 8 e brought part of 
e duſt, perhaps the greateſt pillar in this 
10n's BULLDINGS(b). 8 Ee whole. fa- 
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ic ſhake and totter.! and what à gloomy aſpect dg. 
_ rovidences wear? as if 605 Maes 
his BASSADORS, was about to quit the affair of 
NEGOTIATING peace with mankind any more. 
Sn not then, who ſurvive double and re- 
double our diligence, knowing our time is ſhort, and that 
in proportion to the decreale of laborers, the work 


— 


and ſhew them their danger; ſent to offer them a ſa- 
viour and invite them to fly from the wrath to come 
to his atoning blood, why then, O why don't theſe 


gravity, and modeſty of his behavior, rendered him amiable to 
all that feared GQD, who had the pleaſure and priviledge of his 
acquaintance! But nothing appeared with greater and 
more ſtriking charms in his conduct, than his candor to man, 

very rare in this degene- 
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Koop to vulgar prejudices or meanly blend with the crowd, 
judicious and magnanimous defence of the principles of. the 
ſtian reformed” religion, againſt the plaufible pretexts and 
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midft of grief, that this aſcending ELIFAH, 
the mantle of ſo many valuable volumes, by which, though 
ſpeakes with wiſdom and warmth, in favor of truth and 
hereby, though without defign, he bas erefted to his 
buſt, not only preferable to fulſome funeral panegyrics, 

the moſt durable monumental marble. 
s wiſe and faithful ſervant of CHRIST, glozified his 
„ with vprightnels and intrepidity of beart, by 2 
ion becoming his goſpel 3 ſo it pleaſed GOD to put great 
him, living and dying, by cxowhing his honeſt and 
þ unwearied 
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Lorteie aud sun lobe, When fo! near that ftate and 
2 here all are ſerious. BELIE VBR Tr SIRS; 
there is no triſting in the eternal world, there are none 
in jeſt either in heaven or hell. GOD ron ruEAN!“ 
that we ſhould jeſt and trifle with immortal ſouls, 
that „ r door und upon the borders of an 
FFP 
_» Box: e too intruded on oe, 
aſſem ye, 4:1 a 2 1 . „ £7 4 ; 
My BzazTHzes; if the reigning dominion of 
SSEEFISHNESS iu inconſifient with > mitiſteria), 'tis 
Fi pan inconſiſtent with a truly chriſtian character. 
e ſays our LORD, if any man will come after 
me let him deny himſelf. (c). That man of whatever 
character, wh loves himſelf ſupreamly, and ſeeks 
himſelf ultimately and finally, and ſo places SELF in 
the-room of GOD, in his eſtimation, affections and 
intention, falls upon a direct method to loſe uisgrr, 
and Gop, and nis SAL vATton too in the FINAL 
ISSUE: Did he hate His beſt intereſt as bad as the 


devil hates him, and deliberately conſult how he might 
do himſelf the 3 guns ev the part of 
moſt deadly enemy to his ſoul 


ſy. of heay 
to claim 
more love 


p 
honor an 
{ u 


n b * his 
having. his own will, whatever becomes of .GOD's 
wiLL. If ſuch as theſe are ever happy, they muſt be 
able to make themſelves ſo, not only without GOD, 
but even in deſpite of Gov, and in direct oppeſition 
to him. But alas! can poor mores be ſuſhcient for 
their own 1 GOD, who can't ſup- 
,ort their. exiſtence a fingle moment, but muſt ſoon. 


carried on men's ſhoulders to the dark ee 
f the grave, and there turn to RoTTENNESS. 


1 4 * (e) Match. xvi. 24- Dos v, 
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to themſelves, but unto him who died ſor them and 


this depends your everlaſting weal-or: woe, for to as 
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ves, add che dominion of 
poſition. Hence ſays the ArosrL, he died for 
that they which live ſhould not henceforth live un- 


* again (d). Reſt not then, I beſeech you, till you 
ve & intereſt in the bleſſings of his atonement 
by divine faith, and the ſenſible experience of the ef. 
ficacy of his Ds aTH. arid Sura, recovering | 
from Your Lves,' Your, SELF-LOVE, "SELF. 
SEEKING, SELF-RIGHTEQUSNESS A SELF- 
DEPENDENCE, to the ſopreme love of GOD, and 
a fiducial d nce on the blood and righteouſneſs _ 
of the LORD JESUS CHRIST; b [287 
Aix, if our buſineſs as mibiſters is to Pxzacu . 
CHRIST JESUS che LORD, ; thew.'tis. your buſi- 
neſs,to receive him into your hearts by faith : And on 


many as receive him gives be power to become the 
ſons of GOD'(e) ; but he that rezefteth him, bath ane 
that will judge him at the laſt day (f). Von ſee, Sins, 


(4) 3 Cor, v. ag. (+) John l. 12. (0) Joba xii, 48. t 
0 1 Fa 1 N | 


1361 
that we are not to preach ourſelves, nor aim to recom- 
mend. ourſelves to po eſteem. The queſtion is 
not what you think n 
abilities or publick performances ; or whether you like 
or diſlike, admire or deſpiſe : Think of us as you pleaſe 
fo you do not deſpiſe and diſhonor our glorious Maſ- 
ter: But the queſtion is what you think of CHRIS 
whois the grand ſum of our meſſage, and whether you 
cordially receive him into your by faith, If 
we may be ſa happy as to join you. elfettually to 
CHRIST, we — 5 ſo much concerned, whether 
ye win your uſe, or gain you over to any inte- 
reſt or — 2 our own. On che other hand, ſhould 
au receive and treat us ever ſo kindly, and give our 
— your. higheſt approbation, yet if you don't re- 
ceive CHRIST, the grand ſum of all the meſſages we 
bring, the great end we have in view is loſt, our la- 
bor is loſt, your precious ſouls are eternally loſt, and 
ou had better never have been born. O Sinxens ! 
ere you are tottering as it were on the brink of guxx · 
ins Toru, nodding on the very edge of the TRE - 
MPNDOUS PREC1PICE, juſt launching into the zTER- 
AL WorLD, juſt about to appear at the BAR or 
GOD, life is waſting, death is approaching, heaven 
and hell are glorious and dreadful realities, and a ſoul 
once loſt, is irrecoverably loſt, and the loſs can never, 
never be retrieved. For the love of GOD then, in 
the name and bowels of JESUS, and by all the bitter 
agonies, and unparallel'd ſufferings of a bleeding, 
dying Saviour, we beg, intreat, and beſeech you, 
now, EVEN Now, to awake and fly from the wrath 
to come, and receive CHRIST who is the ſum of our 
meſſage, as ever you would have him receive | 
trembling departing ſouls in « dying hour. Take 
him who is now tendered to you as GOD offers him, 
to be the LORD your RicuTEovsxess, and the 
LORD your Rur; to be your PRINCE as well 
as SAVIOUR ; to give you repentance as well as re- 
miſſion of ſins (g), and you ſhall be waſhed and ſancti- 
fied as well as juſtified, in the name of the LORD 
JESUS, and by the ſpirit of the living GOD (h). 
(8s) Ads v. 31, (b) Cor, vi. 20, 


11. 


